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Placement and treatment of mentally il offenders:

legislation and practice in EU membher states

H. J. Salize*®, A. Leug, H. Ferrari, H. Drefing

Central institte of Mental Health, PO Box 122120, D-68072 Mannhein,
Germany

Objectives The Torcosic placcment and treatment of mentally 11l
oilenders 15 one of the most controversially discussed Issues
racntal health care, gaining wide public atiention and mass media
coverage worldwide. However, legal regulations for assessment or
for trial procedurces against mentally ill offenders as well as their
placements or treatmenls difler widely, even ucross the European
Union Member States. Inlernational averviews or comparisons are
scarce, Scientific rescarch on adequate lepal frameworks or models
of best practice are hindered by a shortage of stundardized
infornation and dat.

Method: This study {funded by the European Conmission) pathers
standardized information on basic concepls. legal procedures.
provision of facilities. prevalence and incidence of mentally ill
offenders und [orensic care in the Luropean Union by means of a
stundlardized questionnaire filled in by forensic experts from all 13
EU Member States.

Results: Prelimminaty results confirm the heteropeneity of legal
frameworks regulating  pretrial. assessment, (rial and forensic
treatment procedures in the vanous Member States, The total
frequency as well as rates of forensic patients {percentage per
100 000 population) scem to have increased constantly during the
last decade in almost all included countries. The most recently
availuble rates runge Itom two up to 21 lorensic patients per
100 000 population across the European Unijon.

Conclusion: Further rescarch in this ficld must attempt to analvse
any impact of overall legal philosophies or frameworks. procedural
regulations. standards and guantity of service provision and
qualily ol treatments on prevalence or inadence, as well as on
the outcorne of forensic care for mentally il offenders in Europe.
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Towards More Effective European Community Care for
patients with severe psychosis (MEGCA): methods and

tasks of a multicentre European study

J. Bullenkamp*, H. J. Salize, L. Hanson, R. McCabe, 5. Priebe,
W. Rissler, F Torres-Gonzalez, D. Wiersma

Depariment of Community Psychiatry, Central Institute of Mental
Health, PO Box 122120, D-68072 Mannheim, Germany

Objective: Several studies have already demonsitated that the
quality of lfe for mmdbidual clients s an amporant outeome
measure in the treatment of the mentatly Ul However. efforts to
transfer these lindings into routine care have not been reported yet.
MECUA (Towards More Effective Communily Care for Patients
with Severe Psychosis) i a multicentre study funded by the
Furopeun Commission under the fifth ramework Progranume
which is intended to address this deliciency.

Method: Mental health services from six Luropean countries
t{rermany. Spain, Sweden., Switzerland, The Netherlands, UK ure
nsing acomputer-based | 1-1ten1 questionnaire to routinely assess the
outconie for the quality of lile of schizophrenic patients. Clients from
a variely of eutpatient facilities arc compared with a controd group
[rom the sume services who are receiving care as usual. The
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intervention will be performed bimonthly for a period of 1 year
between the baseline assessment and the follow-up interview. The
muin oulcome variables are quality of life. costs of care, and the
therapeutic retationship between key workers and clients.

Resulis: MLECCA started in May 2002, and recruitment ended
during Spring 2004, Thus far. more than 400 patients have been
recruited.

Conelusion: Although the recroitment of key workers and patients
proved to be difficult. a sufficient number of clicnts was cntered
into the study from all participating centres. The application of the
intervention did not raise any specific problems. early expenences
are gencrally positive. More detailed results for the main outcome
variables are expected 10 he available next year,
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Aims and methods of CONNECT {‘Components,
organization, costs and outcomes of health care and
community based interventions for people with
posttraumatic stress following war and cenflict in the

Balkans")

M. Schiitzwoh!*, P Curei, D. Lecic-Tosevski, D. Adjukovic,

T. Franciskovic, A. Kucukalic, M. Popovski, P. McCrone, J. Gavrilovic,
S. Priehe

T4 Dresden, Universitétskiinikum €.6.Carus, Kiinik und Poliklinik fiir
Psychiatrie und Psychotherapie, Fetscherstr 74, 0-01307 Oresden,
Garmany

Objective: To deseribe the aims and methoeds of the components,
organization. costs and outcomes of medical care and community
based interventions for people with posttraumatic stress following
war and confliet in the Balkans (CONNECT) study, an EC-funded
multisite study.

Method: Description of the study protocol as developed in
collaboration with nine centres in the UK. Germany. ltaly.
Croatia. Bosnia-Herzegovinu. Serbia and Montencgro. and the
l'ormer Yugoslay Republic o Macedonia.

Results: We developed a design aimed at the investigation of the
components. organization, utilization. costs. and outcomes of
health carc and community-based interventions for peaple who
were exposed to potentially travmatic events becanse of war and
conflicts in former Yugoslavia. The rescarch consists of three
interrelated parts: (13 in cach of the seven participating countrics. a
new instrument 1o repister health care and community based
interventions for people with post-traumatic  stress will be
developed and tested: (2) in euch country. a survey of people
who experienced polentially traumatic events in the Balkans will he
conducted: (3) in this survey. people with persistent post-traumatic
stress will be identified. interviewed in more detail. and followed up
after 1 year.

Conclusion: The CONNECT study will identily in different proups
and contexts the relative contribution of medical care and
community-based interventions to recovery Itom post-traumatic
stress. 1t will provide empirical evidence to design effective healih
and social care policies for people with post-tranmatic stress.
including the particularly challenging group with persisient
svmploms, The lirst resubts of this study will be available in 2006




